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was not much worse than demoralization, demagogy and
humbug.   In the long run, some good may result from the
war; for when the story becomes generally known it should
dispel the illusion that democracies tend to be pacific.   The
reverse is true.    A democracy, like any other country,
fights certain inevitable wars.    In a clash of civilizations,
such as that between North and South in the United States,
the stronger side presses for mastery until the weaker has
to choose between submission or war.   If the civilization
is vital, the choice will be war.   No nation can sidestep such
crises.   And occasionally, as in the Mexican War, a nation
is offered so rich a booty that it is most unlikely to resist.
If it fails to resist the form of Government need not be
blamed,   But a democracy is peculiarly liable to such wars^
as the Spanish-American: wars in which there is no aim
envisaged, no principle at stake, and no casus belli unless the
truth be huddled over or suppressed; wars that are demanded
by the clamour of a Press-fed public, and created by officials
who live in terror of the next election.    It is the curse of
democracy that it breeds rulers who dare not trust the people.
As was clearly shown in the debates over the peace treaty,
the frothy hysteria of the Hearst press did not represent the
whole United States.    There was an influential public
that would have responded to honest leadership.   But from
the Civil War to the time of Woodrow Wilson, Cleveland
was the only President with both the brains and the courage
to give such leadership.   Roosevelt had the courage, but he
was a boyish jingo and could never think when there was
fighting in the air.   And the rest were nothing.   No nation
can do itself justice with such rulers.    And no democracy
has ever, over a long period, produced better rulers.
Largely as a result of Roosevelt's foresight and energy,
the American navy was ready, when the war came, to strike
Spain in the far East as well as in the Caribbean. The result
was that Manila, in the Philippines, fell to the Americans,
and in the peace treaty the United States took over the
whole j^roup of islands, paying Spain $20,000,000 in com-
pensation. Having put an end, with much self-congratula-
tion, to an oppressive war against a native population IE